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Now I'm going to sew my landlord because he's trying to get
all the families out to rent to hipsters. Where | liveisa 6
stores building and most of our leases are expired and he’s
not renewing them. He does not renew it, he doesn’t want to
fix things, and by this you get tired. And eventually some
people leave: three apartments have already left, so it’s only a
few of us who are still there. We are going through a court
battle right now. | live in a 2 bedrooms apartment and what
most landlords right now are doing is they are taking the
available apartments and cut them in half to make studios. And
they get double rent. :
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And | can see the point of view of the

landlord because my brother owns a house in BW and he
doesn't rent to Hispanics. He rents it strictly to hipsters.
Because they are single, they use less water, less heat, less
everything. So to rent to a family of 4 who uses more water,
more heat, more noise, it costs more for him as if he rents to
hipsters who only sleep there, he does not spend much
resources on them.

STEVE, 40 y.o., male, white

Do we all mix together? No, we don’t. It’s just the
way it is, I don’t know. Are you asking if Latino
and African American and “whitey” here are hanging
out? Not so much. Why is that? I don’t know.

For example I know many black homeowners who m\m v ;
not rent to black people, they only rent to whites &
because they are a more secure investment. This hurts 7/
our people more than gentrification. //

Harlem that are now more white than black. But because of
the big public housing project here, this neighborhood is
never going to totally flip, it can’t. And | wouldn’t want it to.
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One thing | do like about having péople coming in is that
whatever space that is empty they make it into gardens.
Where | live there were two empty lots and now there are
hipsters that are growing their own food, it’s just good.

“g*+ | This place
" sucks, it looks like Williamsburg! Every time a place
like that opens we're gonna leave from here sooner”™.



I moved here 8 years ago from Vermont,

open a small café. o
You know the history of
Bushwick,

it‘s cool, right?
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to survive, as gallery owners,
traffic. So I'm more for progressing,
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bdon t think gentrification is gonna happen here. | think
community building is gonna happen. But only if we can
stop that whale victim mentality of being a person of
color and instead knowing your rights.

A lot of people lack confidence and that’s a big
problem. _
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There are alot of people that are self-defeating people in /

this arca, a lot. There are a lot of black people with self- \

deteating mentality, bur it’s not really about your color.
You become a person of a certain kind of color when
you start acting like a person of a certain kind of color.
When vou are a black person and you are acting like a
freaking idior, you are the same gentrifier yourself. You
could be a white person and say “hey what do you need
me to do to help with what you are doing? What can we

do as a community?”.

/

There is too much hypocrisy in conversations about
gentrification. Let it be, it boosts the economy, it
attracts more people, it brings more business to all the
restaurants and companies... So what is it that you can
do to make it a better community instead of whining
and complaining about it?
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To them it’s Jjk . .
comers) don’t even € these people (new-

eXist. They turp them out, They are fike:

“They are not us; they don’t want to be with us, so why

should | make any kind of effort to get to know them?”
They say to themselves: “what are these young Kids going
around all day doing 3095@ when they have to pay 3000% a
month rent?” To them they are not real people.

nobody seems to Wbrk 9-B, people are out any hour
any day, I'm interested in trying to bortrait that
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However, in a commercial way, there is no one bodega in all
BW that resents everybody moving out here. A lot of them
have been remodeled in the past few years, they sell

Organic hummus ang shitJj
Just selling rotten bananas,

ke that, whijle before they were
Now it’s very different. |

)._um when I go into the deli and someone .w,on the
" neighborhood is there, they will be like: “oh are you
| new here? Oh, let me know if you ever need
anythips” Thev are just really nice and : m.b,mw;m»mm.u.\m
- that work at the delis are really riice too, Which

i surprises me,” ™ e TRl el

sy A

\ Jou know .
People secretyy get Emmmam owmgmm YU wonder if "
- —-.1. That"g what 1 would ® o0 586 more kids oo;dm.um
A — . %XDect, honestly, ———
- L) .~V/0$ ' T el
A&.o.,«o@ )/ But connecting to local Umov._m is a difficult task. That's
Au!.« oémv” © anissye in itself: the lack of communication between
/k/« &/Wm&\ 0c=cﬁmm. A lot of people here don*t have e-mails, or
o,v»\ phongs, so you need someone to build trust and bridge

that gap.
Another thing is the _or@comm barrier with the Hispanic ‘
community, because for example the kids | work with
speak English very <<m:. but their parents don't aiways do
that. So, to get the Uo_ﬂm:w involved in what their kids are
doing is a really big struggle. And | have been sending
flyers in English and Spanish but it's still hard, parents sill
don't come, they are skeptical. “SICEPTICIrm® SE EMS$

Especially if you have g new business, people don't trust (br:.v~
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you. It's hard. WHY Aol

T Sedncate et
AR M e



